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MEDIA RELEASE

THE AIRLINES ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA (AASA) HOLDS ITS 41ST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND CONFERENCE AT FAIRMONT ZIMBALI RESORT 
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The Airlines Association of Southern Africa

Date 

:
17 October 2011   

The Airlines Association of Southern Africa (AASA) held its 41st Annual General Meeting and Conference at the Fairmont Zimbali Resort, KwaZulu-Natal on the 14th and 15th October 2011.   Over 250 delegates, guests and partners attended the AGM and Conference which focused on the theme : “Directing and Transforming the Future of the Aviation Industry – keeping Air Transport Affordable”.  The event was well supported by 14 of its 17 Airline Members from the Southern African region, and 22 of its 27 Associate Members comprising  Suppliers, Service Providers and Industry partners of the Airlines, and many invited guests.
The Conference was opened by the Director General of Transport, Mr George Mahlalela, representing the Minister of Transport.  In his address, Mr Mahlalela emphasized the important role which aviation plays in the development of the economy and detailed the progress being made to undertake a review of the ACSA and ATNS regulatory process.  In addition, he noted that important role that South Africa will play in hosting the COP 17 Conference in Durban during November and December 2011 as well as the Government’s opposition to the European Union’s unilateral imposition of the EU Emission Trading Scheme in 2012, a position also supported by the global airline industry.  
The Conference was also attended by the Director General and Chief Executive of the International Air Transport Association (IATA), Mr Tony Tyler.  In his keynote address, Mr Tyler gave an assessment of the state of the global airline industry, and focused on the priorities for the airline industry in Africa and the Southern African region in the future, including the improvement of the safety record in Africa, new initiatives to improve the effectiveness of aviation security and an update on the progress made in the airline industry with the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.  He also announced the publication of a report on the benefits of aviation in South Africa commissioned by IATA and undertaken by Oxford Economics.  

“We sincerely appreciated the attendance of both Mr Mahlalela and Mr Tyler at our Conference, in support of the role which AASA plays in the development of growth of the aviation industry in the region”, said Chris Zweigenthal, Chief Executive of the Airlines Association of Southern Africa.  In his Industry address, Chris Zweigenthal focused on the impact of the increase in airport charges, safety charges, passenger taxes and other costs such as fuel, security and distribution charges on the airline industry during the past year, and the need for the industry to lead and find joint solutions on infrastructure development and the associated appropriate charges.   Affordability of airline travel to the customer and the ability for airlines to pass on these costs remains a major concern to the airline industry.     “It is imperative to ensure that increases in charges, taxes and costs are kept in check to ensure that airlines are able to operate a sustainable profitable operation and that we do not experience further declines in passenger growth with associated potential job losses”, said Chris.   He also focused on the work to draw up an Industry Code necessary to regulate the airline industry in respect of the Consumer Protection Act.    In addition to this, three panel discussion were held, firstly, to discuss the opportunities available to the industry with new technological developments, secondly to consider the most effective solutions to incentivize the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in the aviation industry, and thirdly to examine the recent regulatory impasse with the finalization of the ACSA Permission and explore ways to avoid such conflict in the future.  The Conference achieved its goal with a commitment from all stakeholders to further consultation on appropriate measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and a commitment from the airline industry and the Airports Company South Africa to engage in consultations on ACSA’s infrastructure plans for the future.  
At the Annual General Meeting of the Airlines Association held on 15 October 2011, Mr Rodger Foster, Chief Executive of Airlink, was elected Chairperson of the Association for the following year, and Ms Marlene Manave Mendes, Director General of LAM Mozambique Airlines, was elected Deputy Chairperson. 
*****************************************

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PURPOSES :
PROFILE OF THE AIRLINES ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA - 
The Airlines Association of Southern Africa, known as AASA, is an organization formed to represent the mutual interests of its members.  Membership is open to all airlines based in countries south of the equator, including the Indian Ocean Islands.  Currently, there are 17 member airlines from the South Africa and other SADC countries.  In addition, associate membership is open to organizations, which are partners to airlines in the aviation industry.  There are currently 27 associate members, including ACSA and other private Airport operators, ATNS, SAWS, Oil Companies, Aircraft Manufacturers, Engine Manufacturers, Ramp Handling Companies, Car Rental Organizations, Emergency Assistance organizations and Industry Associations.  

AASA interfaces with Captains of Industry and senior Government officials in representing its members on all issues of common interest to airlines.  This includes policy, planning, operational, regulatory and financial issues (measured in hundreds of millions of rands) affecting the bottom line of the airlines and relates to airports, airspace, civil aviation, safety and security of airline operations.    

AASA’s representation includes being a consultative member on the SADC Civil Aviation Committee, representing all SADC based airlines, and is also the scheduled airline representative and member on approximately several standing committees and Boards involving both public and private stakeholders.     AASA also chairs and is a joint shareholder with the Board of Airline Representatives of South Africa in Aviation Coordination Services Limited (ACS), a company responsible for the 100% Hold Baggage Screening, Baggage Management System, and the Common Use Terminal Equipment systems at ACSA airports.  

AASA’s focus is concentrated on any issue related to improving the continued sustainability and profitability of its member airlines.  To this end, the regular liaison and good working relationship with its members and partners is highly valued.  The Executives of the Association are well respected within the Aviation Industry, and are often called to give comment on aviation industry issues and developments to members of the media, as well as to speak at local and international conferences. 
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